
 

Roydon Parish Council      July 2021 Extra                        ….………………………………………...Chair 07/21 E-1  

C:\Users\User\Documents\Roydon PC\Roydon Files 2021\Minutes\Draft Minutes 21st  July 2021 Extra.docx 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Hall, Roydon,  

on Wednesday 21st July 2021 
 

 

Councillors Present: Paul Curson   PC  Chairman 

   Jane Jennifer               JJ                     Vice Chair 

   Trevor Ault  TA 

   Angela Brown  AB 

   Andrew Daniels AD 

   Pam Murton  PM 

                                    Jenny Shorter              JS 

   Elizabeth Taylor ET 
 

In Attendance:   Wendy Benson  WB Clerk & RFO  

 2 members of the General Public 

 

The Chairman (PC) welcomed everyone to the first full face to face meeting of 2021 and 

explained the safety measures that had been put in place:  Seats are 2m apart, face masks 

are being worn at least until seated, hand sanitisers are available, all tables and chairs have 

been sanitised and windows and doors are open to increase air flow and ventilation. 

 Action 

1. Apologies for absence: DB 

 

 

2. Declarations of Interest:  None  

  

 

3. Planning Application for consideration:  Planning committee have stated 

this needs to be discussed by Full Council.  2021/1004,  Location: 92 

Factory Lane Roydon Norfolk IP22 5QW.Proposal:Wraparound porch 

and garage extension to front and side and a single storey summerhouse in 

garden. 

The planning committee expressed their opinions about this application.  The 

concerns raised were: 

As the house is part of a row of ex-council houses, they form part of the social 

history of the village  and concerns were raised as to the wraparound extension 

not in keeping with the original design. 

The colour of the wraparound construction is not in keeping and too stark so it 

does not blend in with the original part of the house. 

The summer house is not in keeping with the surrounding, is overly large and 

built too close to the neighbouring boundary.  This has not allowed for access 

to the part of the building that abuts the neighbouring property for both 

construction and maintenance.  Hedges were removed to build this.  The 

materials stated in the application for this building do not appear to be what has 

been used, application states timber cladding, this needs to be checked. 

The extension and summer house are visible and needs hedging to screen it 

from view. 

The certificate included in the application does not appear to be in conjunction 

with this specific alteration and is misleading. 
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Concerns were raised with this being done as a retrospective application.  

Specifically, in regards to inspection at all relevant stages by the building 

inspectors, including drainage and the quality and safety specifications of the 

materials used and the workmanship of the build.  Questions were raised as to 

how this will be inspected to ensure this meets with these standards. 

Councillors were also concerned that approval of this retrospective applications 

would set a precedent for future developments being built before planning 

approval was sought.  Concerns are to be raised with Graham Minshull (District 

Councillor) to address this matter. 

The Council decided to reject this application on the above grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

4. Remote Meetings:  To discuss the viability of streaming Parish Council 

meetings to members of the public not attending the meeting in person. 

The Clerk provided a report regarding this matter (attached to the end of these 

minutes).  Measures have been put in place to ensure the safety of everyone at 

the meetings, safety of attendees is paramount.  Whilst the council sympathise 

with those who still feel unsafe, the meetings are as safe as possible without 

interfering with the working of the council business.  Councillors were happy 

with the set up of the hall and could not justify the additional expense and time 

that would be needed to proceed further with this.  However, the Council 

acknowledge that there are residents who do not feel safe spending a length of 

time at a meeting.  In recognition of this and to accommodate those residents 

the public forum will continue to be held at the beginning of the meeting and 

residents can request to speak first in order to be able to leave the meeting 

quickly.  In addition, residents may send any questions they wish to have 

addressed in the public forum to the Clerk prior to the meeting, who will then 

ensure that they are put to the council and a reply will be conveyed back to the 

resident.  For the foreseeable future meetings will held on a flexible time scale 

so as to ensure the efficient running of the council but still with safety in mind. 

Decision: At this time the Council would not pursue the streaming of meetings 

but would keep this decision under review in line with government guidance. 

 

 

 

Note:  DDNP consultation is half way through and residents are encouraged to respond via 

the consultation feedback questionnaire.  It was stated that responses are not required to all 

sections just those that the responder wishes to comment on.  Hard copies can be borrowed, 

with feedback forms delivered and collected from those residents unable to do this online. 

 

Meeting closed at:  8.24pm 
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Accessing Meetings Remotely. 

Report. 

 

Explanation: 

On the 7th May 2021 the emergency temporary legislation, passed to allow remote 

meetings to be held during the Covid 19 pandemic, ended.  As a result, Parish 

Councils are no longer able to legally meet remotely. This report considers the 

options and viability of enabling members of the public to access the Parish Council 

meetings remotely whilst the face to face meeting is held, referred to as hybrid 

meetings. The advice received from Norfolk Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

states ‘You are not legally required to enable a member of the public to access your 

meeting remotely. Only the converse is true, in that the PC should currently enable members 

of the public to physically access a face to face meeting, in the same way as your councillors 

will do.’ 

 

Considerations for Enabling Remote Access to Meetings:  For either full interactive access 

or live streaming of the meeting with no interaction. 

Requirements: 

• Internet Access  

• Specialist Equipment 

• Broadcasting Platform 

• Knowledge/Training 

 

Internet Access:  This could be achieved via a mini hub, which works in the same 

way that a mobile phone does.  It must be taken into consideration how good the Wi-

Fi signal is at the meeting hall. 

Specialist Equipment:  In order to stream the meeting, the minimum requirement 

would be a camera or filming device, a microphone, speakers and a laptop. 

Broadcasting Platform:  Zoom subscription or other platform. 

Knowledge/Training:  Specialist IT knowledge or training in this area would be 

required in order to successfully stream the meeting. 

Cost: 

Mini Hub - £50 - £80 plus monthly data costs (dependant on how much would be 

needed) 

Camera Equipment – £100+ would need a wide angled lens to include all councillors 
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Microphone - £100+ to enable quality sound pick up 

Speakers - £30-£50 

Broadcasting Platform – Zoom £12- £15 /month 

Laptop – additional cost of cables to enable use of PC laptop 

Knowledge/Training – Cost cannot be calculated until specific requirements known 

Summary of Costs: 

Fixed initial cost £300 - £500 

Ongoing costs - £25-£40 per month 

Costs unable to calculate -  training and ongoing support, insurance  

Conclusion: 

In order to reach an informed decision, councillors need to consider the following 

points: 

• In addition to looking at the above listed expenses, which could vary 

considerably dependant on the quality of the equipment, the time involved 

setting up and dismantling of equipment for meetings must also be considered 

in monetary terms.  

• There was no budgetary allowance for additional expense of this nature. 

• The council does not currently have the knowledge or expertise to set up a 

hybrid meeting, time for training or outsourcing this would need to be 

considered. 

• Feedback from a number of other Clerk’s has not been favourable for hybrid 

meetings.  In many cases these have not been effective and have caused 

considerable disruption and problems.  The general overwhelming view is that 

meetings will be held face to face only.  Those councils who have held 

effective hybrid meetings are usually larger parish or town councils with this 

type of system already in place. 

• The remote meetings held during lockdown did not result in a higher public 

attendance. 

• There may be some members of the public who do not want or are not able to 

attend a face to face meeting and the hybrid format would enable them to 

attend. 

 

W Benson (Clerk/RFO) 

20/07/21 

 


