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Cringle Oaks, 
Snow Street, 

Roydon, 
Diss, 

Norfolk, 
IP22 5SB 

25th October,2017 

The Electoral Service Manager, 
SNDC, 
Swan Lane, 
Long Stratton, Norfolk, 
NR15 2XE. 

Dear Ms. Tovee-Galey, 

I am writing on behalf of Roydon Parish Council to express our views on the pro-
posed boundary changes between Roydon and Diss made by the Community Gover-
nance Review Committee (CGRC). 

I must state from the outset that Roydon Parish Council are opposed to the alter-
ations proposed for the following reasons: 

1. When notice was given of the boundary review earlier this year, the ques-
tion of possible changes was put to residents at a well attended annual Roy-
don parish meeting. All residents present were firmly opposed to any 
change, citing particularly loss of community cohesion and identity, being a 
village that can still support a shop, petrol station and pub. Lack of confi-
dence in the governance of Diss Town Council was also expressed. Put to the 
vote on a show of hands, all present were against change.  

As a result, the parish council made a simple submission stating they were 
opposed to any change, not commenting further since they were unaware of 
the extent of the proposed changes which were to be submitted. 

2. Following publication of the CGRC’s proposals, the September meeting of 
Roydon Parish Council was attended by approximately eighty residents, 
again all vehement in their opposition for the same reasons as expressed at 
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the parish meeting. This confirmed the view of the parish council that resi-
dents felt very strongly about this issue. 

3. Since the September meeting of the council, residents have continued their 
opposition via letters to the press, social media, local radio, petitions and 
the formation of an action group. No parish councillor has been informed by 
any Roydon resident that they view the proposed changes favourably. 

4. Discussion amongst councillors also finds unanimous opposition to the pro-
posals for similar reasons to our residents. Roydon has a strong sense of in-
dividuality despite its proximity to Diss. Councillors are aware that the offi-
cial guidance to the CGRC makes great play of the fact that the views of lo-
cal people should be taken into account and that community cohesion and 
identity are factors of high importance. Both councillors and residents are 
perturbed by the fact that the proposed changes put forward by Diss Town 
Council to the CGRC were not communicated to either Roydon Parish Coun-
cil or the residents prior to submission. It seems to the parish council that 
these proposals are entirely the idea of Diss Town Councillors with no sup-
port, or any comment, seeming to come from Diss residents. 

5. The parish council is of the opinion that the proposed boundary changes are 
without any reason other than to take over 40% of Roydon’s precept paying 
properties into Diss for the purpose of increasing the latter’s tax base. 
Councillors are aware that the CGRC does not make decisions on the basis of 
finance but this would seem to be the only reason for the changes proposed. 
The Roydon residents included in the changes would move from one of the 
lowest precepts in South Norfolk to one of the highest. 

6. The proposed changes also enclose extensive areas of open agricultural land 
which will become available to Diss for housing, especially to the north-west 
of the Louies Lane/Factory Lane axises. The community values the amenity 
which these open country spaces offer. Of particular concern is the possibili-
ty that building may take place in proximity to Roydon Fen, near Tottington 
Lane, a 49 acre nature reserve owned by Suffolk Wildlife Trust. This reserve 
is an intact remnant of the typical wetland environment of the Waveney Val-
ley where, until the early 20th century, the villagers of Roydon harvested 
peat, reed and sedge. Housing next to such sites is always a threat to their 
integrity by way of such problems as malicious damage and disturbance. 
Roydon values the preservation of this historic landscape. 



7. Roydon is recorded as a separate settlement in the Domesday Book, as is 
Diss, though Roydon can trace its settlement roots to earlier times contain-
ing excavated evidence of a Bronze Age settlement and cremation cemetery. 
Roydon has continued to value its history, the parish council stepping in to 
preserve a David Kindersley carved mural when the Aldrich Brothers’ brush 
factory was demolished in the late 20th century so it could be preserved 
within the community.  The significance of this historic link would become 
largely irrelevant if Brushmakers Way (off Factory Lane), where the factory 
once stood, were to become part of Diss, a further example of chipping 
away at Roydon’s heritage.  

8. It is accepted by our council that Diss is a hub for surrounding parishes pro-
viding amenities to a wide area, yet it is only Roydon that seems to have 
been singled out to contribute further to this. The neighbouring parish of 
Palgrave has close geographic proximity to Diss, like Roydon, but is fortu-
nate in being protected by the County boundary! Roydon does not look to 
neighbouring parishes, for example, to fund its village hall or the common 
land Brewers Green (a county wildlife site, owned by a Roydon resident) 
which all are free to enjoy. 

9. Roydon Parish Council can see no benefits to its residents if the proposed 
changes are implemented. If there are any, we would like to be informed 
what these may be by anyone who is aware of them. Diss has tried before, 
in 1979, to acquire part of Roydon parish, in the current vicinity of Apple-
tree Lane. We are, once again, determined to protect the integrity of our 
community. 

In conclusion, Roydon Parish Council request that the CGRC review its cur-
rent proposals, having regard for the identity and wishes of the people of 
Roydon, as emphasised in its own guidance from government. We respectful-
ly ask you to reject the boundary changes proposed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Paul J. Curson, 
Chairman of Roydon Parish Council              


